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fun grew fast amd furious; and wlen
the dancers *‘quicker and quicker
flew,” then was he in his happiest
mood, and thus 1 bopesll here to-night
may enjoy such an evening as would
haye suited him had he been smong us.

Burns" Anniversary.

The following address was delivered
at the reeent Burns' Anniversary at
Ciramiteville. It is published by re-
quest, and is well worthy of publica-
Lion:

LADres aND G EXTLEMEN—One hun-
dred and thirty one years ago to-night ==t
in a ¢lay-huilt, straw-thatebed eotiage, The report of Lubor Commissioner
in old Seotlana the poet, Robert Burns, Menwe:tlu-r, which is pow in the hands

of the State Printer and willgshortly be
; ready for publie <2istribution, contiins
bigh and glorious de-tiny. u very eomplete showing as tothecon-

Borin of poor, but honest, parents|dition of Misgouri mines and miners.
Ii’ar: l1r:s£ of the report deals with per-
X . r 3 e L bBaps the most interesting features of
r-latives of life, yet in the struggle fr tiu! “Labor Question’ as r‘:'!.::lrr!a min-
existence—and that strugele with bim | era. The subject of Company stores,
was onuly ended by death—be never r!ieuks.ami-'untrm‘.lalnimlingpmp[nyvs
7 not to join uny labor erganizations is
R . : gone into with considerabje detai '
characteristic of the man, not in him some of the facts !\rt‘it‘lnmli nL:ot;t:lr‘pE:'tils!
to grovel st the feet of those whom |jny., We have heard much of the
titles, weaith or power had rendered | manner in which Pennsylvania miners
are tresated but to many it will be news
: .| that in our own state pretty much the

Right be, but his poverty Wus i g, n,e gystem of ruhtwr};’ and oppression
his purse not in his spirit, his bamiliy | is practiced. Commissioner Merlweth-
was that of one of uature’s moblemen;|er shows.that it is almost a general
practice among Missouri coal operators
to pay their men but once s month
and even thepdo withihold from fifteen
to thirty dayg' wages. Thatis, a miner
ou the Z0th of Hebruary is paid oniy up
to the lust of Janaary. This long de-
t. ferred pay day forees the nnuer toseek
credit and it s the custom, according
to the Labor Commissioner, for the
Imine operator to keep a general supply

i . store where hisemployes trade paving,
Whiie 1 kuow that quite a large| course, the hi;:lhe-ﬂl sort hl! }-ll'il‘ts
number of this audicnce are Scoteh,yel | sinee it is the only place where they
I trust they Lave come here to help | ean get eredit, The employer runs no
risk in giving eredit becauss he himself
. , i already in debt 1o his emplyes for the
ot Burus, not so much because he Was |00 ey have performed for him.
=eoleh, as because he wasa man whom | Mr., Mesiwethier citea one case where
all may admire, let thieir nutionality be llllif}i‘rl-tf. were I'liii'I i!“ "ht‘ll'-‘;" r*’“‘“;‘ﬂ"“
e, s their tace not redeemable uuntil 1898,
\ whiut ‘ it iy, I-‘_, ause he was ‘lir"lt.‘ of nesrly ten years hence. Payment of
{that high and independent spirit so wages in such checks is illegal and the
much in keeping with the laws and io- | commissioner suceeeded in Lresking u P
the practive jn a number ol cases, secur-
ing payeonent of woges in lawtul money
instewd of in pastebosPl checks worth
rows, he ecould pen those words and| oy 60 or 70 per cent. of their faee
verses which ere admiration aod de-| value,
light of many thousands—not of his An interesting showing is made of
e AT £ nearly all the mineral produet of the state for the
country, men alone, bat of nearly al yveanr ending June 30th, 1589. From
who know the lunguage of our couti- | 471 lead, zine, ¢:al and iron mines was
tryv. A= another poet bas said of him: | produced an out-pot which sold for
S ; 3 ) § o STAST6TL This produet was divided
“And Burns, thonel Lrief the race he ram, 12" tollows: 171 eoal mines produced

hough rouzh and dark the path he trod, 2,228 477 tons coal, ~<old for $3 046,987,
Lived, died, in form and soul a man 206 lead and zine mines produced 9469
tons of lead ore, 25440 tons pig lead
Of 2 warm and sympathetie nature, | #814 S1L557 tons of zine.  The lead sold

, R E s _ for 32,224,134, the zine sold or §1,765,-
no tule of sutfering or woe, but woke a | g5 " 1ron mines produced 251,006 tons
responsive echio in his bosom, and nol)of jron ore and 23,664 tons of pig irou
w hich sold for 5900651,

The labor ¢ost of producing this enor-
. ) o | mous miners] wealth is considered by
well. Phe mouse be addresses as nis the Commissioner in his I'l‘].lﬂl'l, and
Spoor, earth-born companion and fel-| the resuit of the investigations in this
line muke a showing that will chal-
lenge attention. The wages of 1763
. coal miners—more than a quarter ofall
f times when such 888ist-1 10 o0a] miners 1n the state—were nscer-
apce ¢ uld but i be given. tained by actuul ifispection of the pay

If in his fauits and follies we find [ rolls. The wages received by eaeh in-
divdual miner were noted on sperate
: ; it | slips and from the figures thus obtain-
ber hie was buat human, let us rather| .15 appesrs that 13 per eent. of Mis-
1t his other and his nobler side | souri coal mine enployees havea daily

nel income of less than 75 cents per
day. 366 of the 1763 men were found
kit 3 receiving less than $1.00 per day. 1320
fricuds hpnest virtue, The cham-| ,p 74 per cent, received less thap $1.50
pion of right and truth and the poet of | per day, Ounly 6, less than one fifth of

one per cent,, received more than 33
for each day in the year. These figures
represent whot the stated nombor of
anuers actaslly earned in the year
cnding June 30th, 15889, They show,
nol what the miners earned when acl-
ually working, but whal their dailes
ineome was during that period. Miners
must live 565 days in the year whether
they work or not,and the ligures given
shove show whatl amounts certsin
winers had to live on, The showiug
Itreathing ssntiments such as these, | aqq hurdly be considered very gratify-
many =uch in his works, ling, when 1320 men cut of 1663—74 per
cent,—ure found supporting their fam-
ilies on less than 31 50 aday, 752 min-
] : x e ers were [ollowed through for a whole
{world sod a triend of maukind, and Year. Of these 752 men who were found
surely dees Lis part in speeding thefon the pay rolls of esch month in the
waorld alone th the good tim - coming, |Yesr, 12 pr.et. received less than $300,

_ e Glaradters Gt Eimworkal le=s than 325 a mouth. 46 pr. et. re-

=ome of the c¢haracters of his works eotved Letween 225 and S11.66 per
have Leen said to be too imaginary, too | month.  Only 31 pr. et. received more
But surely we have mel our{than 341, When it is considered that
f nmiore than onee, llu':-'_‘- 792 men are men who may be
: ) o considered steady, rood workers, aince
av, it may be some of this audience thiey appear for i2 consecutive months
have figured either as *Tam O Shant- [an the pay rolls of ane mployer, the
ler.” or as his gude wife IKate, “Nurs- | fact that the muajority of them received
less than =50 a month for work involv-
‘ : I . ing both skill and hard labor may well
[waiting for the erring “*Tam® to eome | 0 surprise, Mining is the hardest
homie. The “Uneo guid” arestill with |sort of work, yet, ss clearly appoars
[ s snd merit now as they did then, all from the painstaking investigation of
| e saidiof them Commissioner Meriwether, their aver-

S - o ugo wages searcely equals the pay of
My son, these marions make a ruie the commonest sort of upskilied labor.,
‘. An! limp them ave together In conneetion with the question of
| The rigid righteous Is a fool, wages s 2onsidered the cost of living.
’ The rigid wise another.” 130 famillos were visited by agents of
| Surples of “Holy Willie's sair worn th_x- Labor ]iurrfm and from the inform-

alion obtammed from these represenin-

tives minicg families it appears that

) for the modern prototype of the “Holy the average fi‘:a: me I]fwr fmniil_\l' i Zall s
| Fair.” need T particularize per year., The average number of per-
[$80e! up hets zot the word of God suns working per family was 1.4 which
waou il make the average yearly income

iof each person who worked $361.73.
The average amount expemled per
family for food was $211.03. Of this
=31 77 was for meat., The expense for
rent aversged 253844 yearly for each
family, The clothing exp-nse aver-
aged 283 03 per family or $16.84 per in-
[dividusl, The average total expenses
of eaeh family were 470,48, of 2ach
adult 31558 42, of esch individual 294.38,
It will be seen from these figures that
the average savings of these 1430 min-
mg families amounted for the year
ending June 30th, 1687, to 341 50 per
vear., The Commissioner remarks,
'hm\'u-\-‘:-r. that in mapy cases this sav-
ing is note genuine saviog. In too
many cases the miners spend this sur-
p]i]-.i!l tobuceo snd whiskey. In con-
neclion with these flgures showing the
ST = 1 e cost of living are presented “Family
Twas but some neighbor snorin Budgets™ which may be deseribed as
Tu' loud that day.” statistical pietures of Missouri Miners
The=e few lines, which I have just |and their fomilies, These hudgets
deseribe in detatl the home eonditions
and surroundings of the miners, what

Mines and Miners.

was ushered into the warld to fill his

Burps early knew and felt the stern

lost that independence of spirit =o

proud and sarogant; poor amd humble

not that «f the “coward loon.”
*Is there an honest poverty
Wha' heng= his head, and s* that,
The cownrd [oon, we pass him by
And ddure be joor for o’ thut—
Forathat an o tha
Our teils obyepre, an’a that,
[lie rank i< hut the ulnea stamp,
The man's the zowd for «* that.*

telebirate thiz anniversary of the birth

stitutions of this, cur adopled country;
even amid his toils and sor-

weause,

The jmage of Lis God.”

ed, the poordumb animals share it as

low tmortnl,” and thus it was his hand
| was even ready to sssist the poor and

I listre <apil
"

hiam te have gone astray, let us rermem-

sl see in him the enemy ol every
it of hyvpoerisy and deeent, the

the freedom and the bretherhood of
.,
“Then liet us prav, that come it may
As eome it will, for a” that,
That sense aml worth o’er o’ the earth
May hearthe zreee, an’ a* that.
For a' that, and n* that
It comnin? viet, for 4 that,
When man ta%e man, the world o'er

shall Bruthers e, an” a4’ that.”

and thepe are
be ves=es o hielone Lo nny one |:vll]1!t'

or nation. he bheeonies a citizen of the

unresal,
“Tam O Shanter’'s’

'

[ing her wrath to keep it warm,™ while

[ ¢loy' sre yvet lying around us, and as

|

' An' meck and mein has viewed i,

[ N hile common sense has ta’cn the road
An’s off an? up the jowgste,

Hear how he elears the points of faith,
Wi ratlin® an’ wi' thumpin®,

Now weckly calig, now wild in wrath,

|

He's stamngin® and lie’s jumpin’,

| Thi= piercin® words, like Highland swords

Drivide the juials snd masrow,
His talk of hell, where devils dwell

Unr very soul does harrow,

We fright that day.

A vast, unhottomed burnin' pit,

Filled fu® o lowin® brimstone,

|

| |

| Whose razin® flame, an' seorchin® heat

i Wad me!t the hardest whinstone,
The half asleep stort up wi? fear,

| An’ think they hear it rouarin?,

| When presently it doth appear,

frim one of the m iRler-pivces, “The
Holy Fuir," are to-day as true of some the way they live, nnd, in short, all
scemes which I think the most of us|the points tending to throw any light |
on the condition of niiners are brought
' 5 the | forward in these family oudgeis, It
Rl = fs Ney were w - o W . ; v
mouths, as they were when he wrote || oo ron been said that winers are a
them one hundred years ago. turbulent, uneducated set. always

Burns was nodull,esld-spirited bigot. | ready for a strike or a serimmage. If

Lbave witnessed, during the past two |

Looks they read, their amusemients, |

Le believed, this opinion by no means
does justice to Missouri mivers. In
many of the budgets, notwithstanding
their low wages, such expense items
veeur s “'$3 for charity. 88 for books
and papers,” ete., ete. Men who speud
money for books and charity ean hard-
ly be considered as rough and turbu-
lent as miners are somelimes said to
be. Commissioner Meriwether says
thatl some of the miners visited by him
were men notonly of education, but
men of much native force and abilily
It is not seldom, hesgays, that he found
works of politieal economy on their
tarles, and their conversation showed
that the books had not been left un-
read,

The principle suggestion made by
the Commissioner is that of passing a
law  requiring weekly payment of
wages by all employers excepling
Railroads. Railroads are not includ-
e because of the fact that their men
are so scattered that it would be a dif-
ficult, if not impossible, malter to
reach all the

econsiderstion, wes paid
weekly, lanborers ec _ m’lll’:‘!i
of cash prices, Where they nre paid
but once a month and (hen to within
only 20 or 30 days of pay day, they are
forced by their npecessities to seek ad-
vanees from theiremployers. Andex-
perience shows that the employers,
having matters so completely in their
own hands, take advantage of the sit-
uation to charge their men big prices
aud squeeze them at every turn. Mr,
Meriwether does not propose that a
law shall be pussed requiring in so
many words that wages shall be paid
weekly, us surh a law might beconsid-
ered as interfering with the right of
contract. But he attains the same end
by proposing that all contracts for
tatior shali be eonsidered as on the
basis of weekly payment of wages un-
less there is a written and recorded
contract specitying some other mode
of payment. No employer would go
to the trouble of recording a contract
every time he employed s new hand
and so the primna facie evidence would
Le that the wages were to be paid
weckly. There 18 no doubt but that
such a law would be constitutioual.
Ever since the statuts of frauds,
brought down from the time of Charles
the second, the right of legislatures to
prescrbe what kind of contracts must
be in writing has been recoguized.
And this law if adopted, while practic-
aily having the effect of forcing em-
ployers to pay their employees weekly,
would as far as the letter of the luw is
a2oncerned, mercly add to the list of
contracts which must be in writing
and recorded in orderto have the sanc-
tion and backing of the state, The
condition of affuirs as shown by the
investigation of Commissiones Meri-
wether present many arguments o
favor of the justice of weekly payment
of wages; and the remedy proposed by
the Commissioner would doubtless
reasch the evil,

In the Appenidix is given a brief
sketch of the movement in Eungland
agairst Lthe Tiuck or Compuny store
check system, together with the laws
that were finally passed abolishing
the system in Great Britain.

The reader interested in this subjeet

will also find a synopsls of the Jeglslu-
tion in the various states of this coun-
try regarding Company Btore checks
and weekly and semi-monthly psy-
ment of wages. In both Connecticut
and Massachusetts employvers are re-
quired to pay wages weekly and ae-
cording to the information presented
by the Labor Commissioner, the laws
have been enforced, proving a success
in every respeoct and affordiog relief to
the laborer from the oppressive and
odious credit system,
Mr. Meriwether had but fivemonths
in which to prepuare his report bus he
seems to have covered the field pretty
thoroughly. His report coutains in
addition to the general points alluded
to, ten elaborate statistical tables
which seem to show everything that
any one might wish to know about
vither mines or miners,

Senator Cockrell's Silver Bill.

Senator Cockrell has introduced a
Lill in the senate relating to the eoin-
age of silver, which will be selected
by the friends of silver as a substitute
for fhe Windom bLill. In the senator’s
bill there is no minimum and maxi-
mum amounts specified, but the coin-
age of 25,000,000 per month is express-
ly proyided for. The Bland law only
mlmitls of the coinage of $4,000,000 per
month,

The new bill provides that the sec-
retary of the treasury shuall heceafler
purchase from time to time silver bul-
Lan, the product of the mines of the
United States or of ores smelted or re-
fined in the United States, a. the mar-
ket price thereof, not leas than £5,000,-
000 per month, and cause the rame to
be coined monthly, as fast as purchas-
ed, into standard silver dollars, The
money uvcessary to make sueh pur-
chase is appropriated out of the Lreas-
ury. Whenever the secretary of the
tyeasury cannot purchase such silver
bulion at a market price of less than
ninety-nine cents for 412 1-2 grains of
such silver bullion shall be reeeived
and disposed of in like manner as gold
bullion.

The laws authorizing the issue of
gold snd sllver certificates is repealed
by Senator Cockrell’s bLill, and the
secretary of the trensury is required,
upon deposit with the treasurer assist-
ant treasurer, or superintendent «fany
mint, by any holder of gold eoin or
bullion, or of standard silver “dollars,
or of sitver bullion of standard weight,
ele., to issue therefor, in the denomi-
nations now authorized by law, coin
certificates, which shall be receivable
for all debts, customs and dues to Lhe
United States and shali be redeemable
#t the pleasure of the United States in
either gold eoin or standard silver dol-
lars, and when so received or redeem-
ed shall be reissued and the eoin oe
bullion su depesited for orrepresenting
such certificates shall be retsined in
the treasury for such redempltion of
said certificates,

It is provided that the secretary of
the treasury is required to cancel all
existing gold or silver certificates as
tust ug redeemed and issue new cerdifi-
oates lu lieu thereof,.—Jefferson City
Tribune,

Gio to Payton Mnrt-in's Livery for Stable
Bugeies, Hacks, and for accommodations
for Picnic exoursions. New rigs and good

He was at home, 50 to speak, when the [ Commissioner Meriwether's report is to | harses.

en once a week. But

there is po 8 pbjection in Lhe case
of mine opg ! he.
of Mr. ;

L




